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After an exhilarating opening day of Convention, it’s back to work 
today for our delegates. Although debating resolutions dominates 
the bulk of today’s agenda, we will have the privilege of hearing 
greetings from several very prominent figures in the labour movement 
and in politics including BC Premier David Eby and Canada’s NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh. Also providing greetings today are Stephen 
von Sychowski, president of the Vancouver & District Labour Council; 
Sussanne Skidmore, president of the BC Federation of Labour; and 
Pierrick Choinière-Lapointe, secretary-treasurer of our national 
union, COPE SEPB.

The most prominent topic to be discussed today will be importance of 
political action, and why it is critical for unions like ours to actively 
engage in activities such as lobbying and campaigning on important 
issues that related to our members’ jobs and their families lives – 
such as pushing for improved and expanded public services and 
transit, fighting against attempts to privatize and outsource our 
jobs, combatting the climate crisis, having affordable housing 
available, and affordable childcare.

What is even more important, though, is how do we get our members  
– that is, the people in this room and all your colleagues at your 
workplaces – engaged to the point that they recognize the direct 

impact that voting has in their lives and will do as much as they 
can to not only get out to the ballot box but to also talk to others, 
volunteer, or donate to help progressive governments get elected or 
re-elected.

Following the conclusion of the formal business of the day, delegates 
will all gather back in this same space which will be converted to 
host dinner.  

Welcome to Day 2 of Convention 2024!

Political Action Matters
Today, one of the presentations that will be delivered will come 
from our union’s Political Action Committee. They will report on the 
activities that our union has done over the last three-year term to 
support progressive candidates getting elected at all levels of 
government from local city councils and school boards to provincial 
MLAs to federal MPs.

Political action is not just an area of interest for our union. It is a core 
activity for our union, and many other unions like ours. While most 
of our members primary focus is on the things that affect them in 
their day-to-day work lives – issues like bargaining a new collective 
agreement, dealing with grievances or other workplace issues, or 
providing job stewards with educational opportunities to support 
members in their workplaces – it is our union’s responsibility to our 
members to also look at the big picture of how things will affect them 
and the industries they work in and that’s where political action 
comes into play.

Tom Duncan, now a city councillor in Duncan, was a long-time 
MoveUP member dating back to our days at OTEU Local 378. In fact, 
he was instrumental in helping our union successfully organize ICBC 
workers to join our union.

Tom remembers just as soon as the Social Credit Party (predecessor 
to today’s BC United Party) returned to power after ousting the BC 
NDP in the 1975 provincial election, the years of battles that ensued 
between our union and the government just to prevent ICBC from 
being privatized.

“They were very free enterprise and they wanted to get rid of it,” 
recalled Tom. “They were also quite anti-union.”

Tom became heavily involved in our union’s political activities because 
he understood the difference between having a government willing to 
listen to workers’ concerns versus a government that couldn’t care 
less. Even though he worked at ICBC, the most memorable union 
campaign he worked on was our Take Back The Power campaign in the 
2000s when our union fought the privatization of power production.

“I went around and did some touring, 
concerts and Folk Festivals, things like 
that,” recalled Tom. “They needed 
someone to do it, so usually I was 
the guy. It just seemed like in the 
early 2000s there were a lot of 
attacks on workers. You really 
didn’t know what the BC Liberals 
were going to do to us at the time.”

Even now, some of our members still 
question why our union is politically 
active. Those members might not be 
aware that Canada’s labour movement helped found the New 
Democratic Party of Canada when the Canadian Labour Congress 
merged with the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation. Our union 
is affiliated with the BC NDP as well.

Tom remembers being one of our union’s original phone bankers in 
the early days of our political activism in the 1980s, and the cold feet 
that then-president Fred Trotter, who was in office from 1973 to 1984, 
developed which Tom quickly managed to warm back up.

“I remember after one of the first times we phoned our members,” 
said Tom. “The next day I got a call from Fred Trotter, and he said we 
had to pull out of this phoning because he had gotten complaints. I 
said, ‘well Fred, how many complaints did you get?’ He said, ‘I got four 
phone calls.’ Well, we phoned 200 people and only four complained. I 
think we’re on the right track. 

“One of the quotes I use quite often is, ‘what we’re earning at the 
bargaining table, we have to protect at the ballot box.’”

Throughout Convention, you will hear many speakers talk about why 
political action matters to them and their work. We hope this will 
inspire you to get involved and to make sure you vote this fall in the 
provincial election if you are from British Columbia.   
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The concept behind our opening video
The theme for Convention 2024, as you have seen, is Building Our Future Together. In 
order to blaze the trail forward and appreciate where we are going, it is important to 
understand our past and where we have been.
Our opening video is, in many ways, a tribute to our union, showcasing its humble 
beginnings, its growth (and growing pains) over our last 100-plus years going from a 
small social club at the BC Electric Railway Company (predecessor to today’s BC Hydro, 
BC Transit, and TransLink among others).
It is also meant to showcase the evolving world around us as our union was growing, 
highlighting key events that happened in our province, around the country, and 
demonstrating how our union was shaped by the many events that happened around 
us as well.
The building scenes are meant to resemble the progression of some of the key workplaces 
where our members have worked and continue to work. Eagle-eyed delegates may spot 
familiar buildings such as the original BC Electric Railway Company building or its’ more 
well-known second home which features the tram depot with trolleys going right into the 
building, the Royal Bank Tower (which served as the first headquarters for ICBC), the current 
ICBC headquarters in North Vancouver, as well as other buildings that pay homage to the 
many different workplaces where our members work now.
The trolley, bus, and SkyTrain not only honour our origins at the BC Electric Railway Company, 
but also reference how we continue to represent members in the public transit sector, while 
the power lines, homes and buildings reference our presence in the energy sector.

Our video also honours the land on which our 2024 Convention is being held, 
the traditional and stolen territory of the the xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam), 
Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh).
Our journey through time is guided by an evolving car, a nod not only to our ICBC 
members but industries including car rentals and BCAA as well. Did you notice how the 
exhaust pipes on the vehicles begin to shrink over the years?
There are plenty of other nods to history, both within labour and in our society at 
large. They can be found throughout the video and there is more than we can list. See 
what you can spot when you watch the video, and then re-watch it when you can see 
what you may have missed on previous rounds. We’ll be making this video available 
on our social media channels, including YouTube.
Do you recognize any of the voices in the voiceover? They are the voices of your 
fellow members!
And where will we go in the future? The video leaves it open to interpretation, but the 
floor of this Convention will be where our union will be doing that interpretation. That’s 
why all of you have an important part to play for our union’s future right here. But one 
thing that is certain is that building our future together means understanding and 
learning from our past so we can make better decisions today that bring us to the 
tomorrow we desire.  
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