
IN THE MATTER OF AN ARBITRATION, PURSUANT TO THE 
B.C. LABOUR RELATIONS CODE, RSBC 1996 c. 244 (the “Code”) 

 
 
 

BETWEEN:  
 

VICTORIA BUG ZOO 
 

the “Employer” 
 

 
AND: 
 

CANADIAN OFFICE AND PROFESSIONAL 
EMPLOYEES UNION 

 
the “Union” 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
            _____ 

 
First Collective Agreement  

            _____ 
 

 
 
Arbitrator:   Gabriel Somjen, KC 

 
For the Employer: Joshua B. Ghatak     
  
For the Union:  Grace Lichtenwald 
 
Mediation Dates:  June 24, 25, 27 & 28 and July 15, 2024 
   
Date of Award:  July 22, 2024  
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1. I was appointed pursuant to Section 55 of the BC Labour Relations Code (the 

“Code”) to mediate and, if necessary, arbitrate the terms of the Parties’ first collective 

agreement. 

 

2. Good discussion and collaboration resulted in all matters being resolved through 

mediation with the possibility of arbitration, if necessary. 

 

3. I am satisfied that the terms of the first collective agreement meet the requirements 

of the Code and reflect the agreement of both parties. 

 

4. Therefore, by consent of the Parties, I order that the terms of their first collective 

agreement are as set out in Appendix “A” to this award. 

 

Dated at Vancouver, BC this 22nd day of July 2024. 

 

“ Gabriel Somjen ” 

Gabriel Somjen, KC  

Mediator/Arbitrator   
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